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KCI Rental CarFacility Open ForBusiness

Thetravel experiencejust got a littleeasier

forfolks flying into Kansas City International

Airport.  Aftermorethan two years of con-

struction, theKCI Rental CarFacility opened

to thepublicon May 2.  

The$90 million facility, funded by airport

userfees, comes as a part of KCI Airport's

commitment to maintain its status as one

of thenation's most passenger-friendly air-

ports.  The72-acrefacility built by Walton Construction houses each of theten rental carcompanies in

business at KCI.  A common shuttleservicetransports passengers from all threeterminals to theKCI

Rental CarFacility, replacing theseparatebuses each company used in thepast.  Theshuttleminimizes

trafficcongestion at theterminals and reduces thenegativeimpact that theten separatebus lines had

on theenvironment.

Each company has its own section of thepie-shaped parking lot, which has an overall capacity for8,000

vehicles.  Each company also has its own on-siteservicecenterforrental vehiclemaintenanceand

repairs, fueling and washing.  The135,000 square-foot, two-

story customerservicebuilding designed by Bucher, Willis &

Ratliff (BWR) is located in thecenterof thesiteand houses the

customerserviceareas foreach company.  Plasma screen moni-

tors on both theupperand lowerlevels of thebuilding provide

up-to-the-minuteflight information fortravelers renting cars.

Theopening of thenew facility camefollowing a ribbon cutting

ceremony that tookplaceon April 24.  Present at theceremony wereformerMayorKay Barnes, City

Councilman Bill Skaggs and Directorof Aviation MarkVanLoh.  Also present wereothercity officials, rep-

resentatives from each of theten rental carcompanies, representatives of Walton Construction, repre-

sentatives from BWR and Kansas City Aviation Department employees that wereinvolved in theproject.

Michael Spillers



Skybus Launches Service And Brings Some ColorTo KCI 

Its business practices areas uniqueas thebright orangeAirbus A319 jets

Skybus flies.  Thenew carrierhas comeup with interesting ways to cut cor-

ners and savemoney fortravelers.  Skybus's philosophy is that, by elimi-

nating extra costs, it can offerlow fares forbudget conscious travelers.

Herearethefivemain ways Skybus keeps fares low:

-  Booking and check-in aredoneprimarily online

-  Passengers pay extra forchecking luggage, priority boarding and snacks  

-  Skybus flies in and out of less congested airports which can bemoreconvenient forpassengers

-  Theairlinekeeps operational costs to a minimum by doing without amenities such as call centers, steering customers instead to theHelp   

Centerat Skybus.com                              

-  TheAirbus A319 is oneof themost fuel-efficient availabletoday, which allows Skybus to keep fuel costs low

Skybus tookto theskies on its inaugural flight May 22.  It offers daily nonstop servicebetween Kansas City International Airport and Port

Columbus International Airport in Columbus, Ohio.

Theaddition of Skybus brings thetotal numberof carriers serving KCI Airport to 14 and thenumberof daily departures to 270.  Thereare70

nonstop destinations out of KCI.

Bridge Project Begins Final Phase

Afterbeing on hiatus forthewinter, workon theAirport Roadway Bridges Rehabilitation Project has resumed.  On April 9, construction

began on thethird and final phaseof the$1.6-million rehabilitation project of vehicularbridges at Kansas City International Airport.

Theproject addresses a need to fix thedeterioration of thebridges, which has occurred overtimefrom road salt during thewinter, trucktraf-

ficand thetrafficcount exceeding thevolumedesign forthebridges.  Theconstruction affects all six bridges connecting Terminals A, B and C

to and from International Circleand will continuethrough July.  

Last fall, construction was completed on theBern and Paris Street bridges overCookingham Drive, theairport's main entrancefreeway, as

well as half of thebridgeapproaching Terminal A.  



ThankYou Golf
Tournament Sponsors

The4th Annual KCI Airport Golf

Classic, held May 31to benefit the

Kansas City Combined Charities

Campaign, was onceagain sold out.

Wewould liketo thankoursponsors

who contributed in making this event

such a success.

Platinum

Burns & McDonnell, 

GardenerConstruction Co.

Gold

HNTB, IMDC, Landrum & Brown, 

Loch Sand & Construction Co., 

SKDesign Group, Standard Parking, 

TheParadies Shops 

Silver

Capital ElectricConstruction, CMT,

FirstLineTransportation Security, 

HMSHost, KCConvention & Visitors

Association, Kuhn & Wittenborn, 

LincFacility Services, Lockton, 

MarkOneElectric, 

McCownGordon Construction,

Musselman & Hall Construction, 

TheKonrath Group, WalterP. Moore,

Walton Construction

Wewould also liketo givespecial

recognition to Thoroughbred Ford for

its generous sponsorship of this

year's hole-in-onecompetition.

Business centers add more convenience to KCI Airport

Thenext timeyou arewalking through theterminals at Kansas City International Airport, stop by the

newly installed business centers in thepublicconcourses.

Thebusiness centers includeATMs, wired Internet machines forpassengers traveling without a com-

puter, stamp machines and pre-paid phonecard machines.  They also includechargermachines and

outlets which allow travelers to rechargecell phones, laptops, cameras and othersimilardevices fora

fee.  Theseoutlets run along a strip attached to thebottom of therow of chairs, getting powerfrom a

"charger" at theend of therow.  They takeup minimal spaceand allow passengers to chargetheirper-

sonal devices whilethey sit and relax waiting fortheirflights.

As a part of thesebusiness centers, Rosetta Stone, Cell Connect and Neat Receipts haveopened kiosks

with products geared towards thebusy business traveler.  Rosetta Stoneoffers softwareforlearning 30

different foreign languages and highlights thefourkey areas of learning:  listening, speaking, reading

and writing.  Cell Connect carries accessories fora variety of electronicdevices, from cell phones to

iPods, at betterprices than most cellularstores.  Also, Neat Receipts offers a convenient and organized

way of doing expensereports using a devicecalled a scanalizer, which does theworkforyou.

KCI Airport Welcomes Burst In New Routes And Carriers

Last month, ExpressJet Airlines flew its inaugural flight from Kansas City to Tucson.  Thearrival of

ExpressJet brings to Kansas City new nonstop serviceto Los Angeles/Ontario, Tucson, Austin,

Jacksonville, Fla., Louisvilleand New Orleans. 

KCI Airport also recently added threemorenonstop flights on otherairlines.  Midwest Airlines, as a part

of its 2007strategicplan, launched a nonstop flight to Port Columbus International Airport, in

Columbus, Ohio, on May 1.  

Also on May 1, American Airlines launched a new nonstop flight to Raleigh/Durham, a routethat

ExpressJet has also begun flying.  In addition, KCI got a new nonstop flight to Salina, Kan., on US

Airways beginning June3.  Lastly, AirTran Airways added a daily nonstop flight to Orlando to its sched-

ule.
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Aviation Department Arrivals
TheKansas City Aviation Department salutes several new, transferred
and promoted employees...

Richard Alan Martin, Jr. - MaintenanceRepairer, Downtown Airport

Brian Messick- MaintenanceMechanic, Field Maintenance

Kevin Dean Miles - MaintenanceRepairer, Structural Maintenance

CarolineMoore- AdministrativeAssistant, Field Maintenance

MicheleMwangemi - Airport Operations Agent, Field Maintenance

Michael Richey - Bus Operator, Parking & Bus Service

Luis Rivera-Roman - Bus Operator, Parking & Bus Service

KCI Airport Plans ForFuture

Thefirst of several publicmeetings tookplaceon April 10 in an effort
to involvethecommunity in planning forthefutureof Kansas City
International Airport.  Overthenext 18 months, morepublicmeetings
will occuras theAviation Department, in cooperation with theCity
Planning and Development Department, develops a new KCI Airport
MasterPlan, Part 150 NoiseCompatibility Study and Land UseArea
Plan.  

TheMasterPlan provides an updated vision forthegrowth and devel-
opment of theairport overthenext 20 years.  It provides a road map
that efficiently and economically meets theaviation demands of the
futurewhilestill being ableto respond to ever-changing aviation
industry conditions.

ThePart 150 Study is a voluntary program that many U.S. airports
undertaketo reducenoiseimpacts that airport operations haveon
surrounding neighborhoods.  KCI is reviewing thestudy that was pre-
pared in 1994 to measureits continued effectiveness and develop
additional measures to betaken to maintain thecompatibility
between theairport and its neighbors.

Thethird study, theLand Area UsePlan, explores land useand
growth issues affecting theKCI planning area and its environs.  It
determines a futurevision fortheKCI area that balances theinterests
and needs of theairport, area residents and businesses.

The“FlyKCI.com”newsletteris theofficial publication of theKansas City Aviation

Department and includes developments at both Kansas City International Airport

and at Charles B. WheelerDowntown Airport. Editorial comments may bedirected

to kathleen_hefner@kcmo.org.
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