
New Assembly Plant Makes KCIAirport Home

Smith ElectricVehicles U.S. Corporation (SEVU.S. Corp) recently announced it will begin assembling

zero-emission, all-electrictrucks at theKCI Airport American Airlines overhaul base. Themovemarks

anothermajormilestonein theKansas City Aviation Department’s ongoing strategy to enhanceKansas

City International Airport’s (KCI) status as a majorregional centerformanufacturing, intermodal ship-

ping and commercial development. 

“Fouryears ago, theKansas City Aviation Department embarked on an ambitious plan to replaceopen

fields and empty spaces with light industry and intermodal freight-forwarding facilities to attract greater

numbers of well-paying jobs to thearea,”said Kansas City Aviation Department DirectorMarkVanLoh.

“Wehaveinvested nearly $40 million fornon-aeronautical economicdevelopment activity, and weare

seeing that investment pay off in theform of new partners such as Smith ElectricVehicles. Weproudly

welcomethem to KCI.”

SEVU.S. Corp will begin assembling theelectrictrucks using 80,000 squarefeet of a 480,000 square-

foot building formerly used formaintenanceand overhaul of aircraft engines and plans to employ 120

workers by 2010. SEVU.S. Corp has developed a highly scalableassembly operation and supply chain to

servetheemerging market forurban fleet operators seeking to delivertheirgoods and services in an

environmentally sensitivemanner. Smith ElectricVehicles will also occupy 10,000 squarefeet of office

spacein theAmbassadorBuilding which is located on a 23-acrecampus adjacent to KCI. Acquired by

theKansas City Aviation Department in 2007, thebuilding is also hometo WireRopeCorporation of

America and offers 260,000 square-feet of Class A officespace. 

Last year, sitepreparation workbegan on PhaseI of the800-acreKCI Intermodal BusinessCentre, a

multi-usedevelopment that is being managed by Dallas-based Trammell Crow Company. When com-

pleted, PhaseI will offerinfrastructureto support approximately seven buildings offering nearly 2.7mil-

lion squarefeet of commercial spacesuitableforintermodal distribution and logistics as well as light

manufacturing. PhaseII calls forextension of infrastructureto a contiguous 400 acres, which feature

morethan 5,500 linearfeet of frontagealong themain runways at KCI, making this area well suited for

thedevelopment of aircargo facilities, airfreight logistics, light manufacturing and assembly and com-

mercial distribution space.

KCI contributes $5.5billion to theKansas City area economy annually and provides morethan 60,000

jobs, according to a study published by Chicago-based consulting firm Unison Maximus. 
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Driving Training To Become Electronic

A new, Web-based computersystem will soon replacethecurrent lecture-based classroom training now given forindividuals working in

secured airport areas. TheKansas City Aviation Department has recently purchased softwarecalled InteractiveLearning Systemtm from Safety

and Security Instruction (www.ssinstruction.com) to beused at Kansas City International and Charles B. WheelerDowntown airports.

Essentially, thesoftwaregives lessons fordriving on runways and taxiways, as well as forentering high security areas on foot. On thecom-

putermonitor, users seeimages of theairports’actual taxiways, runways, directional signs, pavement markings, othervehicles and aircraft as

they exploretheairfields. Non-public, high-security rooms and buildings with special access arealso examined with thesoftware. Then, as

users follow along in thelessons, thecomputers generaterandom, individual tests foreach student - - eliminating answersharing, accommo-

dating different learning styles and tracking users’training history. 

Thenew system is expected to fosterconsistent information dissemination and saferairfields. It also has theability to add morecoursemod-

ules latersuch as safehandling of fuel and dangerous goods, basicsecurity awareness and safety auditing. Thehuman element is retained,

as sessions areproctored and therearepractical driving tests forthosewho must driveon theairfield. KCI and theDowntown airports are

among thefirst in thecountry to purchasetheFederal Aviation Administration-recommended equipment. Thetraining courses should be

availableforuseby theend of this year. 

Fleet Maintenance Facility Receiving MajorChanges

TheFleet MaintenanceDivision at Kansas City International Airport is undergoing a substantial spaceexpansion and rebuilding that will

streamlineoperations and boost efficiency of its 24-hourworkload. TheentireKCI Airport fleet of 550 - - snow removal trucks, fire-fighting

equipment and a variety of passengervehicles - - arecurrently repaired and maintained by Fleet in an underutilized and outdated garage/

officebuilding. Theproject will bring a new HVACsystem,

energy efficient replacement windows, a women’s locker

room and dozens of intrinsicimprovements to theinsideof

thebuilding’s existing footprint. Additionally, a largesection

will beconverted to a closed-in body workand paint booth

area. Walls will beknocked out, garagefloors stripped and

electrical systems reworked. NAPA, an auto parts supply

store, will operatea storeroom insidethebuilding to pro-

videmechanics with parts on thespot. Workoutsidethe

building calls fora connecting, three-bay garageto accom-

modatemaintenanceworkon themassivesnow removal

trucks. Theentireproject is expected to befinished in late

Fall this year. 



KCI Airfield WorkGears Up

To improvethesafety and integrity of theairfield at Kansas City International Airport theAviation

Department is embarking upon a series of projects to rehabilitatepavement on theaircraft movement

area. In lateMarch, IdeckerConstruction of St. Joseph, Mo. will begin rehabilitation of taxiways M and

M-1. Design and inspection services areby Kansas City-based HNTB.This workwill includefull-depth

removal and replacement of theconcretetaxiway. As thepavements must withstand daily wearand

tearof useby a variety of aircraft, theconcretesurfaceis stressed to 650 pounds persquareinch flexu-

al strength with a cross section totaling 41inches of material. This includes nineinches of lime-treated

sub grade(soil), six inches of crushed aggregatesub-base(gravel), 11inches of "econocrete" base,

and 15inches of Portland cement concretesurface. Workwill includegrading, lighting and signage

improvements, new pavement markings, new storm drains with raised inlets and seeding thearea

when finished. The$7-million project is slated forcompletion in mid November.

Also beginning in lateMarch is a project that involves Runway 1L/19R and its associated taxiways.

InterstateImprovement, Inc. Faribault, Minn., will perform workon Taxiway B and its connectors.

Design and inspection services areby Kansas City-based Burns & McDonnell. Workon theconnectors

will occurbetween 7a.m. and 4 p.m. to minimizeeffect on cargo operators. Repairs will includepartial

slab removal and replacement, joint seal replacement, pavement marking and replacement, tirerubber

removal and lighting rehabilitation. 

Beginning April 20 Interstatewill perform thesamerepairs on Runway 1L/19R and Taxiway A and its

connectors, adding somefull-depth repairof runway sections. Therunway, with portions original to KCI

priorto its opening in 1972, was last rehabbed in 1996. Theworkwill requirethat therunway beclosed

for75calendardays, but therewill beminimal impact on aircarriers and theirpassengers. The$5.5-mil-

lion project is estimated to becompletein July. 

Downtown Hangar
Projct Nearing
Completion

Thelong-awaited “THangarComplex”

construction project at theCharles B.

WheelerDowntown Airport will see

completion in August this year. Recent

milestones include:

- thefourth of ninebuildings has been

erected

- most steel workis finished on a fifth

building

- steel construction is beginning on

thesixth building

- footings havebeen poured on the

ninth and final building

- concreteworkon hangaraprons and

connectors continues

Extra Flights Added

USAirways added fournew daily

flights from Kansas City International

Airport. Beginning in July, theairline

will increaseits frequency to

Philadelphia by two flights perday.

Additionally, it will increasethefre-

quency to Charlotte, North Carlolina

and Washington D.C. by onedaily

flight each perday. Thenet gain is

2,000 weekly seat departures.

Construction Continues At Field Maintenance Complex

Workers arebusy constructing a new storagebuilding specifically designed to houseall KCI Airport

snow removal and de-icing equipment. When finished, it will haveroom for48 vehicles, clearing the

way in theoriginal building forstorageof summermaintenanceequipment. Thenew building will be

79,200 squarefeet and features 120,000 linearfeet of radiant floorheating, an efficient way to keep the

vehicles warm and at theready throughout thewinter. 
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Recycling Summary 

In 2008, theKansas City Aviation Department...

- created a recycling committeeto overseetheprogram and

handlecollection of recyclables from KCAD facilities

- collected recyclables at several special events 

- created a year-long incentiveprogram including bi-monthly

drawings

- increased ourrecyclablecollection by 57% from 2007and nearly

doubled therebates earned overlast year

- included a one-timescrap metal collection from a reroofing 

project which resulted in an additional $33,766 in rebates

Aviation Department Arrivals
TheKansas City Aviation Department salutes its new, transferred and
promoted employees...

This newsletteris printed on 30% post consumerwastepaper. Additionally, the
papermeets thestandards of theSustainableForestry Initiativeand theForest
Stewardship Council. 

JeromeAtty - Airport PoliceOfficer
AlexanderBaguisa - Airport PoliceOfficer
William Berkstresser- MaintenanceMechanic, Structural
Glynn Bramwell - Airport PoliceOfficer
TerrenceBrown - TrafficControl Officer
BlakeButler- TrafficControl Officer
Justin Craddock- Building MaintenanceWorker, Custodial
William Duncan, Jr. - Airport PoliceOfficer
Rahel Fekade- TrafficControl Officer
ChesereGayhardt, Sr. - Building MaintenanceWorker, Custodial
Betti Givens - TrafficControl Officer
Nathan Horsley - Airport PoliceOfficer
Maquita Knighten - CustomerServiceRepresentative, Airport Police
Larry Leighty - Bus Operator
Adam Loner- Airport PoliceOfficer
Norma Lorenzo - Airport PoliceSergeant
RosaleePerry - Building MaintenanceWorker, Custodial
HectorQuiles - Security Officer
Marilyn Ritter- AdministrativeAssistant, Parking and Bus
Kevin Stevenson - Building MaintenanceWorker, Custodial
Vitaly Tovkach - Aviation Manager, Operations
Tina Wilson - Security Officer

The“FlyKCI.com”newsletteris theofficial publication of theKansas City Aviation
Department and includes developments at both Kansas City International Airport and at
Charles B. WheelerDowntown Airport. Editorial comments may bedirected to
kathleen_hefner@kcmo.org.


