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Although the Terminal Improvement Project is complete, new construction projects are very
much a part of this year’s activities at Kansas City International Airport.  

Anew Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting facility will soon replace the current, outgrown one.
The parking lot is finished and some exterior walls are up. The interior walls and the roof
are scheduled to be added next in early spring. The wet weather in recent months has
slowed building efforts, however plans are gearing up for a full construction schedule as
soon as Mother Nature cooperates. 

The Consolidated Rental Car Facility is on track
for building to commence this spring. Already
crews have substantially completed the
demolition and some rough grading of the old
Satellite Parking Lot area
which had previously
occupied the space. Soon
construction for the actual
facility will begin, creating a
convenient, one-stop rental
car center for travelers.
Completion is scheduled
for late 2006.

Construction on a massive outdoor fountain and
light artwork began last fall and continues through
this spring. The electrical work was completed in
January and the neon-lit scaffolding will be lifted
onto the supports afterward. The piece is 
designed by nationally recognized artist Keith
Sonnier. When finished, it will serve as a unique,
welcoming beacon to travelers approaching the
terminals on Cookingham Drive.

Even the implementation of public bathrooms in airline hold rooms announced last
November is in the works for 2005. The design company has started to create some
preliminary layouts of the facilities much to the delight of travelers.

KCIConstruction Remains 
Prominent In 2005



Airport Bonds Show Continued Strength
In January, Standard & Poor’s Rating Services (S&P)affirmed its ‘A+’rating on Kansas City, Missouri’s outstanding senior
lien general airport revenue bonds, issued for Kansas City International Airport, and its ‘A’ rating on the City’s outstanding
passenger facility charge bonds, also issued for the airport. Michael Zonsius, Assistant Director of Aviation-Finance and
Accounting said, “We are pleased with the ratings on these bonds as it further confirms the Aviation Department’s
confidence in its financial stability and positive outlook.” 

The S&Preport stated that the ratings reflect the airport’s solid market position, low senior debt burden, solid senior-lien
debt service coverage, consistently strong cash position and low cost per enplaned passenger. Complete ratings
information can be found at www.standardandpoors.com.

Department Ozone Actions Recognized
On January 11, the Aviation Department Environmental Management Division accepted an award for the department’s
ozone reduction plan used during the only “Ozone Alert Day” last summer. The plan involved taking 143 actions
throughout the department to help cut down on environmental pollution at KCI Airport on a day of poor air quality. 

Last summer’s efforts helped improve air quality and the City by retaining its attainment status under the Federal Clean Air
Act. Maintaining attainment status is a significant advantage in economic development efforts because it makes it easier
and less expensive for new commercial and industrial facilities to locate in Kansas City. 

The Aviation Department’s plan is part of a larger Ozone Action Policy initiated by City Manager Wayne Cauthen. Nineteen
City departments have developed ozone reduction plans in 2004 as a result. Two additional City departments also
received the Ozone Reduction Efforts award in January.

‘Tis The Season

In recent weeks, airlines had to work hard to de-ice their aircraft during several winter storms in the Kansas City area. In
fact, airlines with KCI service cancelled all flights on one particularly icy night in January. 

Airport maintenance crews at both KCI and Downtown Airport have also labored around the clock to clear runways,
taxiways and other affected roadways of ice and snow. Their efforts have allowed the airports to remain open throughout
the inclement weather.  



Transportation Security Administration Web Site Offers
Travelers Wealth Of Information
Along with the new security measures taking place across the country, the Transportation
Security Administration continues to improve and refine its processes in order to provide
travelers with a high level of customer service. The topics listed below can be found online

at www.tsa.organd will ensure a brief, yet thorough security experience.

Prepare For Takeoff - Preparations travelers can make before
they arrive at the airport.

Wait Times- Helpful information on historical wait times at
security checkpoints.

Briefing Room- Get the latest news on screening procedures
and other official announcements.

Key Travel Tips- Amust read for anyone traveling by air.

Security Awareness- Learn what to look for and what to do.

Prohibited Items- Travelers could be surprised at the items prohibited on an aircraft.

Traveling with Children- Everything travelers need to consider when traveling with children.

Frequently Asked Questions- Answers to travelers’most common questions.

Transporting Special Items- Some helpful information that explains the security screening
procedures as they may apply to unique items. 

Special Considerations- Covers numerous topics such as film, pets, religious/cultural needs,
sporting equipment and more.

Persons with Disabilities & Medical Conditions- TSAhas partnered with key groups and has
trained the screener workforce appropriately.

Downtown Airport Streamlines Communications
The Charles B. Wheeler Downtown Airport recently completed a project where airport
operations and functions were centralized at one location, similiar to airport operations at
KCI Airport. An operator console was custom-made in the airport’s shop, installed in the
assistant airport managers’office and then joined with their FAAIDS-4 computer network
station and weather radar depiction monitor. In addition, a high speed fax machine was
added to disseminate field condition reports, NOTAMS, and other vital information to
airport tenants. 

The changes also allow room to add a new runway pavement sensor system which will be
installed as part of the runway rehabilitation project this summer. However, the real benefit
will be during emergencies, severe or winter weather events, and or other special
operations when the centralized operations console is expected to improve the efficiency
and coordination of vital airport functions. Since most all of the labor was provided by staff
and much of the equipment was recycled, installation of the centralized operations
console was completed at minimal cost. 

New Passenger
Service Announced

Northwest Airlines will add
two nonstop Kansas City -
Indianapolis flights to its
schedule in February.
Northwest, which had 16
daily departures from
Kansas City International
Airport (KCI) before the
change, also flies to
Minneapolis, Detroit,
Memphis and Milwaukee
from Kansas City. The
additional flights are part of
an expansion of
Northwest’s service in
Indianapolis. Prior to the
accouncement, Southwest
Airlines was the only
carrier that flew nonstop to
Indianapolis from KCI. 

Stay Informed 

Visit www.flykci.comfor
the latest in Aviation
Department news, real-
time flight and parking
information, travel tips and
more.

Send newsletter 
comments to 

kathleen_hefner@kcmo.org
or 816.243.3163.
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The Aviation Department welcomes these new, transferred 

or promoted employees:

Ronald Husemann - Bus Operator

Myra Jenkins - Secretary, Human Resources

Harold Johnson - Building Maintenance Worker

Janet Klima - Airport Traffic Control Officer

David Long - Assistant Director, Commercial Development

Nilda Monge - Building Maintenance Worker

Paul Ortiz - Fleet Maintenance Technician

Parag Patel - Airport Security Monitor

Aaron Simmons - Bus Operator

Robert Stout - Bus Operator

Sargis Zadoyan - Airport Traffic Control Officer

Trivia
How many runways does Kansas City International Airport have? 

Visit www.flykci.com to find the answer and receive a food coupon
redeemable at any restaurant in the KCI terminals.
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Department Arrivals

Technology Improvements Awarded

Aviation Department Manager of Information Technology
Ron Crain has been recognized by IDG's Computerworld
magazine as one of the business world's Premier 100 IT
Leaders. The award honors executives who show exemplary
technology leadership in resolving business problems. Crain
was one of 100 honorees selected from among nearly 600
nominees nationwide. Nominees were evaluated against
Computerworld's ITLeadership Index, a set of
characteristics that describes executives who guide the
effective use of ITin their organizations. 

Crain has been a driving force in the technological upgrades
that have taken place at Kansas City International Airport
(KCI) as part of the facility's recently completed $258 million
Terminal Improvement Project. The majority of the
improvements were meant to improve operations, reduce
cost, and enhance airport security. However, elements such
as wireless Internet, the flight information system, and the
www.flykci.com Web site were built to enhance the KCI
passenger experience.


